PGC Presentation
Open House 2020 (Zoom Edition)

Representatives from Physics Graduate Council
(Apoorv, Barbara, Ben, Elena, Luke, Roman, Sun)



President Graduate Liaisons Climate and Diversity Liaison
Roman Berens Guanhao Sun and Luke Krauth Barbara Cruvinel Santiago
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Social Chairs International Liaison
Ben Gilbert and Elena Busch Apoorv Jindal



What does the PGC do?

The Physics Graduate Council serves as a formal and direct link between
graduate students and the Physics Department and professors.

The PGC coordinates different graduate student initiatives and leadership
roles within the department.

Formed at the start of 2017 after discussion at the Nevis Retreat.

Annual presentation about student concerns at the Nevis Retreat.
Elections held at the start of spring semester.



Recent Initiatives

Restructuring of PGC (from 5 to 7 members)
Official GSAS recognition ($$%)
Open Thesis Defenses

o Began fall 2018
Advising Committees

o Third-years and above have to meet once a year with their committees to track
their progress

PGC has faculty advising group
New and improved department website



Recent Initiatives (cont)

e Quals
o Survey
o Push to restructure
o Town hall to be rescheduled to the COVID-19 outbreak
e Coursework
o Push to expand current graduate course offerings
o Push to make requirements more flexible
e Social events
o Budget from dept
o Push to have more student/faculty interactions
o New events started



Welcome Trivia
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Events organized by the department/other students

e Coffee Hour

e Friday Happy Hour/Student Talk
e Spectra lunches with professors
e Spectra Annual LN2 Ice Cream
e Annual Nevis Retreat

e Community Round Table



Other Department Activities
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Want to know more

Check out our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/columbiapgc
Contact any of us!

Find our emails on the department page:
https://physics.columbia.edu/content/physics-graduate-council
Come to Coffee Hour today!!! (Link in the chat.)

o Meeting ID: 401-041-509



https://www.facebook.com/columbiapgc
https://physics.columbia.edu/content/physics-graduate-council

Thank you for your time!

Columbia Physics Grad Council



